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                      Media Advisory

                  Edmonton Garrison Public Affairs

June 21, 2005

FAMILY SUPPORT CENTRE OFFICIALLY OPENS 

EDMONTON GARRISON- The Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) Family Peer Support Coordinator Office will officially open Wednesday, June 22.  Lieutenant Colonel Alan Markewicz, Commanding Officer Canadian Forces Base/Area Support Unit Edmonton accompanied by Colonel Paul Wynnyk, Commander 1 Area Support Group and Ms Anne Prefontaine, OSISS Project Officer from National Defence Headquarters in Ottawa will take part in the ribbon cutting ceremony, which begins at 9:00 a.m.

The OSISS Program was created in May 2001 to deal with the increase of operational stress injuries (OSIs) associated with multiple deployments of Canadian Forces members to areas of conflict around the world.  It is a joint project managed by the Department of National Defence (DND) and Veteran Affairs Canada (VAC).  Recognizing that OSIs can also impact families, OSISS launched the family component of the project in April of this year by adding six Family Peer Support Coordinators (Family PSC) to the program. 

Visit the OSISS Website at www.osiss.ca.
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Note to Editors: Media wishing to attend should contact Captain Dave Vernon, Edmonton Garrison Public Affairs Officer, at (780) 973-4149.  The OSISS Family Peer Support Office is located in building 221 on the North side of Churchill Ave just East of the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess.

For more information about the Edmonton Garrison please phone Army Public Affairs at:

(780) 973-4046            Fax: (780) 973-4153            E-mail: gpaffo@telusplanet.net


